
Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers 

 

Minute of the Committee Meeting of 9 December 2013 
Held at Milngavie C. E. Centre at 7-30pm 

 

Present 

 

Bob Diamond (Chairman), Peter Bartos, Mary Darke, Moira Allan, Helena Bartos, 

Peter Allan, Doreen Kingsbury, Helen Donnachie, Fiona Taylor, Liz Weir, Beth 

Diamond 

 

1.Apologies 

 

Imogen  Johnstone, Kareen Davidson 

 

2. Minute of the Previous Meeting 

 

The minute of the meeting of 4 November 2013 was agreed 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Christmas Social – Helena reported that 49 people had indicated they would attend. 

 

Walks Insurance – Moira had checked out the Society’s insurance, and confirmed that 

it covered walks abroad (except for Canada and USA) as well as in the UK. She had 

also noted that: 

 Cover was for civil liability only 

 All walks were required to have a walkers’ name sheet 

 Non-members were covered for their first three walks only (home or abroad) 

 The walk leader must be a member of the Ramblers Association 

 Insurance cover also included committee meetings and social events 

A summary of the insurance was online on the Ramblers UK website. 

 

4. Reports 

 

Written reports were submitted and are attached 

 

a) Chairman 

 

John Muir Trail - Ramblers Scotland is co-ordinating the walks. Bob is organising 

two walks. A ‘B’ walk for a maximum of 20 people, and a ‘C’ walk for a maximum 

of 30 people. Bob will get back to SNH in the New Year to finalise details. 

           

          BOB 

 

Proposal from Andrew Summers for use of Restricted Funds  - An email from Andrew 

had been circulated. It was agreed that Bob should contact him to remind him that a 

definite proposal was required. 

          BOB 



 

Access – Bob and Imogen had met with Kathleen McWhirter, East Dunbartonshire’s 

Access Officer to look at the path from Chestnut Lane to Douglas Academy. This 

looked like a good project for the ‘Paths Maintenance Day’ which Ramblers Scotland 

wished to organise to train volunteers. 

Liz said that the maintenance of the path was the responsibility of the factors for 

homes in the area and the householders paid for this as part of their maintenance fees.  

She suggested that the Society should discuss this with the local Residents’ 

Association. 

 

Mary suggested that an alternative path for maintenance would be that in the area 

leading to the ‘Bearsden Shark’ 

 

Kilpatricks Management Group – The Forestry Commission was going out to 

consultation on use and zoning in the Kilpatricks. Consultation would take place 

through the local Access Forum, with our group and other groups in the area. 

 

b) Secretary 

 

Feedback had been requested following the Heritage Exhibition including numbers of 

new members obtained as a result.  

It was agreed that it was not possible to calculate new members on this basis, as 

although information had been given out; there had been no immediate applications 

for membership. 

There was also discussion as to whether or not the Exhibition had provided 

worthwhile publicity for the group. Some members thought this not the case, whilst 

others thought local opportunities for advertising the group should be taken up. 

Fiona asked that leaders be encourage to complete a walk leaders training survey in 

the latest ‘Ramblers Newsletter’ which was another opportunity for publicity. 

 

c) Treasurer 

 

Funding from Rambler Scotland - The first tranche of funding had been received. This 

was slightly reduced from the previous figure as the club now had less than 300 

members. 

Surplus funds – As the club had received funds from Area to assist with website costs, 

there was an approximately £750 surplus which needed to be committed by 

September 2014. All committee members were asked to bring ideas for using these 

funds to the next committee meeting. 

Recce Expenses – It was agreed that when a leader claimed recce expenses, but did 

not wish to be them to be paid, this sum should be put in the Activities Account under 

‘donation’. 

Recce report – Moira had found a Recce Report Form on the Ramblers UK website 

which could prove useful for reporting problems such as broken stiles to the Access 

Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 



d) Walks Co-ordinator 

 

Fiona said that 12 people had taken part in the last ‘C’ walk despite there being no 

coffee break or loo stop. However, Doreen said that normally ‘C’ walkers wished for 

these. 

 

e) Social Convenor 

 

Four social events were planned: 

21 January 2014   Scottish Night 

18 February 2014  Curry Night 

04 March 2014  House for Art Lovers Visit 

28 March 2014  Quiz Night 

 

Some ideas had already been suggested for the next programme 

 

f) Publicity 

 

Website – A live draft had been provided for the working party. Peter A would be 

meeting the designer in the near future to get some technical training. 

 

g) Membership 

 

Hazel circulated an updated draft of the welcome leaflet. It was agreed that the title on 

the cover should be ‘Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers’ and that the 

welcome on page 2 should read ‘Welcome as a prospective members to Bearsden and 

Milngavie Ramblers Group’        

          HAZEL 

          

All committee members were to look at the draft leaflet and email comments to Hazel 

prior to the next committee meeting. 

ALL 

h) Access 

 

see Chairman’s report above 

 

i) Bus Convenor 

 

Two quotes had been received for the April 2014 bus trip, and a third was awaited. 

Helen to liaise with Peter B and Moira when all three are available. 

       HELEN/PETER B/MOIRA 

 

5. Nerja Holiday 

 

Walks Co-ordinator – Peter B asked that someone else take over as walks co-

ordinator once the programme had been decided. 

Limit on numbers – It was agree that the maximum number of participants should be 

60. If anyone dropped out the next on the waiting list would be given the opportunity.  

Commitment date – It was agreed that participants should be required to make a firm 

commitment by specified date after which the reserved rooms would be released back 



to the hotel. Ian Weir would be asked to check with the hotelier as to the date up to 

which he was prepared to keep the rooms. 

 

6. Funding Opportunities 

 

A training workshop in applying for funding was being organised by Ramblers 

Scotland on 20 February 2014. It was agreed that as the group had no project in mind 

training was not required. 

 

7. AOCB 

 

Members were reminded that the Information Office in Milngavie was a good source 

of local leaflets and information. 

 

8. DONM 

 

The next meeting will be on Monday 10 March in Milngavie C. E. Centre at 7.30pm 


