
Milngavie and Bearsden Ramblers 

Minute of the Committee Meeting of 20 May 2013 

1. Present: Bob Diamond (Chairman), Peter Allan, Moira Allan, Brian Donnachie, Helen Donnachie, 

Beth Diamond, Hazel Miller, Doreen Kingsbury. Fiona Taylor 

2. Apologies: Anne-Marie Daly, Liz Weir, Mary Darke, Peter Bartos, Helena Bartos, Fiona McCormack 

3. Minute of Previous Meeting: This was approved with the following amendments: 

5.6b  replace ‘McBain’s ‘with ‘McBrayne’s’ 

5.6d replace ‘Helena had organised...‘ with ‘Fiona T and Moira had organised...’  

5.7a change to ‘... declined to take part as it had clashed with the walks programme.’ 

7a change ‘5’ to ‘3’ 

4. Matter Arising: None 

5. Reports 

5.1 Chairman’s report: A report on the 2012/13 AGM of the Ramblers Scottish Council had been 

received. Peter Bartos has raised the issue of the transparency of accounts at this meeting, and the 

Scottish Treasurer had responded by circulating more detailed accounts. It was noted that the 

current subscription income received by Scottish Council did not cover the basic costs of staff 

salaries and running the office. It was therefore unlikely that an independent Ramblers Scotland 

could be self financing.  

Scottish Council had also included information that the Scottish Government had agreed to provide 

a pedestrian underpass under the A9 at Crubenmore near Newtonmore, and that The Ministry of 

Defence was planning to purchase land at Cape Wrath. (This latter plan had been abandoned after 

this information was mailed out). 

A copy of the document ‘Producing a Future Vision for Ramblers in Scotland’ had been received. Bob 

would forward this to Peter A to put on the website. 

It was agreed that copies of minutes received from the North Strathclyde Area Council and Scottish 

Council should be put on the website, with a note saying they were drafts, and the previous minute 

should be replaced as each new minute was received. It was also agreed that club minutes should 

remain on the website for 6 months. 

5.2 Secretary’s Report: The Secretary had agreed on behalf of the committee that the club would 

take part in an exhibition of local activities and interests in Milngavie Heritage Centre from 10 – 14 

September 2013. She had also agreed that the club would present a 10 – 15 minute talk. The 

committee felt that they needed more details about the requirements and date and time for the 

latter before agreeing to it. 



5.3 Treasurer’s Report: East Dunbartonshire Council had indicated that the club would, in future, be 

charged for programme printing. Moira was unsure whether this applied from the current or next 

programme, but would check this out.  

Andrew Summers had not produced a quotation for the upgrade work to paths at Torrance for 

which he had hoped to obtain funds from Area Council. As the deadline for applications was May 

30th 2013 it did not look as if a submission would be made. 

Moira had applied for £200 from Area Council funds to help sort out problems with the website. 

£130 had been received. 

There was approximately £400 due to be paid to the club from advertisers.  The club would then 

have a surplus of about £1500 which needed to be spent. 

Peter Allan explained that the existing website software made the Webmaster’s task difficult, and 

that the purchase of Wordpress software at a cost of £1250 would be sensible. There was also the 

problem of the Webmaster and the Programme Editor using different operating systems. 

A club laptop was suggested as a way of resolving the latter. 

It was agreed that the club should spend up to £1750 on Wordpress software and a laptop 

computer. An application would be made to Area Council for assistance with this. 

Moira said that the No. 3 account held funds which had been set aside for funding new maps. 

However she had not received any definite proposals for this expenditure. It was agreed that 

Andrew Summers and Callum Christie should be asked to ensure that definite proposals for 

expenditure on maps was put forward by the end of the 2014 financial year. 

5.4 Membership: There were currently 302 active members. 3 members had resigned in April 2013. 

5.5 Walks Convenor: Peter Bartos required all walks details by 20 July 2013.  

It was agreed that future leaders meetings would not take place unless there was a definite need. 

Instead Fiona T would contact leaders by email. 

Fiona had produced a new format walks details form which should allow Peter B to incorporate 

information into the programme without retyping. She would initially send out a list of dates on 

which leaders could enter proposed walks, and once this was completed she would forward copies 

of the new form for details. 

Peter A would put a request for new leaders on the website. 

5.6 Social: The meeting place for the vintage bus trip will probably be Glasgow Information Centre 

5.7 Publicity: No further items 

5.8 Access: Bob had met Eric Gotts who said there was nothing of note to report on the recent East 

Dunbartonshire Access Forum Meeting. 



6. Club Holiday: Proposals for a holiday in Nerja, Spain in November 2014 were discussed. This 

would be a self led holiday, and so volunteer leaders would be required. The committee felt they 

had insufficient information to make a decision, and it was proposed that Ian Weir who had 

suggested the venue should be invited to attend a leaders meeting to discuss walks options. 

It was agreed that the holiday should be put on the agenda for the AGM so that members could give 

their views on costs, locations, leading walks, etc. 

7. AGM:  Date 25 October 2013. All the committee, with the exception of Brian Donnachie were 

willing to serve for a further year. 

8. AOCB None 

9. Date of next meeting Mon 29th July 2013. 

 


