
Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers
Minute of the Twenty-Seventh Annual General Meeting
Held at the Fraser Centre, Milngavie on 18 November, 2016 at 7.30 pm.

1.   Present

Jenny Kane (Chairman), Phil McElroy (Secretary), Moira Allan (Treasurer),
37 members, Eleanor Peacock, North Strathclyde Area Representative, and 
Iain White, Guest Speaker. 

2.   Apologies

 Apologies were received from Ian and Linda Weir, Euan Kilpatrick, Margaret Ballantyne, Sylvia 
Murphy, Hugh and Ragne Hopkins, Dorte Moffat, Lillias Clark, Helen and Brian Donnachie, Sheila
and Stewart Crawford, Ronnie Swanson.

3.   Chairman's Introduction

Good evening and welcome to everyone, especially our new Rambler Members; our guest from 
North Strathclyde Area, Eleanor Peacock; and our Guest Speaker, Iain White.  I would like to say 
how much we appreciate the effort made by you all in coming along tonight, and introduce our    
top table.  Along with myself is Phil, our Secretary, and Moira, our Treasurer.  
Janette Swanson will be taking the Minutes of the meeting. 

4.   Minutes of the 26  th   AGM held on 30 October 2015

On the table is a copy of last year's AGM Minutes.  Are there  any questions or comments on these?
Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Alastair McFarlane, seconded by Mary Darke, and 
agreed  by the meeting.

There were no matters arising.

5.   Annual Reports of the Committee and Audited Statement of Accounts

a.   Chairman's Report:

This is my first report as Chairman and I took the time to read a number of previous Chairmans' 
reports.  I noted many of them began by saying that they were going to be brief,  I shall say the 
same, but really mean it!  

No Chairman can work effectively without a successful Committee, and my thanks go to all my 
Committee members.  Each and every one has an important area of responsibility, and a keen 
commitment to our Group. While committee membership is enjoyable (at least I hope it is at times),
it can also be demanding and time consuming.  They give up time to attend meetings, some even 
sitting on sub committees as representatives of yourselves; playing an important part in making our 
Group as successful as it is, and  encouraging a healthy membership, which stands around the 300 
mark.  While the need to recruit new committee members can be challenging to say the least,  their 
fresh ideas and enthusiasm are really important  to the geneal health of the group.  We are always on
the lookout for volunteers.  Keep this in mind for next year!
We continued this year to support other local groups such as Milngavie in Bloom, and Mugdock 
Country Park, who pass on their thanks. 



Of course,  it is our love of walking and its benefits which unites the groups.  This report would not 
be complete without taking the time to recognise the huge contributions made by our volunteer 
leaders.  They make Dave Clark, our Walks Co-Ordinator, happy by putting forward a walk, and 
light up Fiona, our Programme Editor's life by filling up her programme.  Fiona does a great job, 
and  there is nothing Fiona hates more than gaps in the programme.  Therefore,  can I take this 
opportunity on your behalf to thank our amazing Leaders.  This includes those who have recee'ed, 
led walks, and those who stepped in to cover a walk this year.  Please continue to so, as you are very
appreciated.

Looking to the future.  We have the challenge of finding new walk leaders for weekend walks,  
especially C walks.  I cannot emphsise enough the need for this.  If you can come forward to lead 
even one walk per programme it would make such a difference.   You will be given advice and as 
much help as needed  - as well as keeping Dave and Fiona really happy.

While our weekend walks may be floundering slightly, our Wednesday walks go from strength to 
strength.  The Gang of Four – Joan, Trevor, Graham and Grace – the leaders of the Wednesday 
Wanderers - continue to provide interesting and challenging walks each alternative Wednesday.  
These walks are proving to be so popular that we may be eligible for shares in certain hotels and 
coffeee shops.  Of course we must mention Andrew and Lillias, our stalwarts who after 10 years,  
continue to lead our Wednesday Short Walks.  Could we find a catchier name?  They also have a 
large loyal group,  who turn out in all weather for a healthy local walk with lots of chat.  
Unfortunately for us, they will no longer be leading our weekend walks, this is a great loss, and 
leaves a huge gap in the programme.  Andrew and Lilias, thank you both for all the wonderful 
walks.

Our Group welcomes new members.  They come as strangers, enjoy our walks, social events, 
holidays, and make enduring friendships.  Over the last few months the chat on walks has changed 
– no longer is it “who will win Bake Off” or 'Strictly', but more talk of politics.  Very controversial. 
It would be wonderful if we could all put something back into the Group by leading a walk – yes 
You!    I make no apologies for making this the main theme of my report.  

Once again, many thanks for supporting the Group throughout the year and long make it continue.  I
will now pass you onto Phil.

5b.   Secretary’s Report:

Thank you Jenny & good evening everyone!  

After taking up post of Secretary at the end of October last year, the weather turned decidedly 
inclement with torrential rain, especially storm 'Desmond' in early December, when record water 
levels exceeded those dating back to the 19 century. This resulted in at least 3 walks being 
cancelled.  We escaped the floods experienced by parts of Cumbria, and the three eagerly 
anticipated Christmas walks were enjoyed by all…..perhaps something to do with the mulled wine 
and homemade Xmas pies!!  Yet more storms -Eva and Frank - curtailed our outdoor enjoyment in 
December but the New Year walk and lunch fortunately fell on a dry day.

The Social Committee  have tried to provide a varied and interesting programme of events 
beginning with a tour of the Burrell Gallery in November last year when we had a  very  well 
informed and humorous guide.  As you know, the gallery is now closed for refurbishment over the 
next 4 yrs.  The Museums Resource Centre visit in January was a fascinating but chilly affair 
followed by the first significant snowfall of the year resulting in cancellation of the walk to Tinto 
Hill. This was due to the remnants of Storm Gertrude, which arrived minus the snow….having  



deposited over a metre of the white stuff on the Eastern seaboard of the States!  
 
A fun evening was had by all at the Gin & Cheese tasting event held here in the Fraser Centre in 
February. So, we’ll certainly know which cheeses to serve with which gins & won’t be making any 
faux pas from now on.  On a similar theme, we have a mouth watering Beer & Sausage tasting 
evening planned for you this February, so ensure you get your bookings in early!!!
The Quiz Night in March was a lively affair and voted a ‘must be repeated’ event!! We have duly 
noted this & have arranged another Quiz for your diary, on  March 9th. Thank you to Sheila 
Crawford, the Social Convenor, for organising both successful events. Sheila is not here tonight as 
she & Stuart are on holiday in Australia at the moment! 

On March 14th of this year, 38 members of the Group set off for a week’s walking holiday in the 
winter sunshine island of Madeira, expertly organised  by Peter and Helena Bartos. We experienced 
a wonderful variety of walks including walking along the Lavadas, viewing fabulous seascapes on 
peninsular walks and trecking across the highest peaks of this beautiful island-not for the faint 
hearted with its thrilling narrow paths, shoogly railings with sheer drops on either side. Quite nerve 
racking ! A big big thank you to you both!

On Sunday April 3rd, the final section of the SUW was completed. All 16 stages of this walk along 
with the bus bookings etc. were organised by Peter and Helena  yet again. The first walk actually 
took place back in 2010!!  The total distance walked by all the participants was 6566 km (4,079 
miles) and approx. 158 Munro height equivalents were climbed.  58 people completed at least 1 
stage of the walk and 6 people actually completed the whole stretch. Congratulations to those 
stalwarts!  Everyone who participated were kindly invited to a fabulous Celebration party hosted by
Peter & Helena in their home and we were rewarded with our SUW badges.

The Trades Hall in Glassford Street, one of Glasgow’s oldest mediaeval buildings, was the venue 
for our April outing where we learned about Glasgow’s 14 trades and the wonderful charity work 
carried out by its members.  May brought us brilliant sunshine and an exhilarating trip up the Titan 
Crane proved a very popular outing.

Yet another stretch of the Fife Coastal Path was enjoyed by a full bus load of happy revellers in 
June, who were even happier - and merrier - on the return journey after a superb 3 coarse meal – the
outing competently organised by Moira & Peter Allan.

The West Brewery was a VERY well attended outing in June - I wonder why?

On a very sunny Saturday morning later on in June , a celebration was held to mark the completion 
of the first part of the West Highland Way project. In conjunction with Milngavie in Bloom,  a 
number of our members have been volunteering over the past 2 years helping to clear the area, weed
it & finally plant it. Jimmie MacGregor of the famous Robin Hall & Jimmie MacGregor duo, 
graced us with his presence and opened the walkway, ably piped along the way by a local kiltie! By 
the way, everyone is welcome to come along & help - very enjoyable couple of hours, in the 
outdoors  & the home baked WARM treacle scones are to die for!

The July City Bus tour fell on the hottest day of the summer - remember that Tuesday?    And then a
trip to the Hill House was our August  event.   Aberfeldy was the destination for our July bus outing
followed by another super Bus Walk in the Crieff area.   On most of the walks, we view great 
landmarks or places of interest  and this was no disappointment when we came upon the Earthquake
House on the HBF - Highland Boundary Fault in Comrie. Seriously, I’ve only been a member of the
Ramblers for 2 years but I always learn something new on the Ramblers outing - geological term or 
meteorological term. 



Thanks to Euan Kilpatrick, our bus co-ordinator and to all the leaders who co-ordinate the walks for
the bus outings….and most  importantly…..research the hostelries thereafter!

In August, 11 self funded members of the Goup, ably led by Peter and Helena , travelled to the 
Czech Republic to recce the 2017 Group holiday, - this sounds a very exciting trip - details of which
will hopefully be included in the new programme.

September saw the last bus walk of the year and the completion of the penultimate stretch of the 
Borders Abbeys Way, the final stretch is in the next programme. The  visit to Fairfield shipbuilding 
museum was interesting but not half as interesting as the added gem of the Celtic stones in Govan 
Parish Church, along the road, which quite a few of us then went on to visit.

Last Friday, the ladies of the group were treated to a delicious lunch cooked & served by the 
‘Professional Cookery‘ students at Glasgow Clyde College - old Anniesland to you & me. Always a
popular outing-especially as one can take one’s own plonk!

No report is complete without mentioning the ‘Gang of Four’ –Graham & Grace Duncan, Joan 
Mackie & Trevor Hamilton. The Wednesday Wanderers continue to prosper, having completed 25 
walks since the end of the last financial year with an average attendance of 32. They have been 
delighted to welcome 13 new Wanderers although some are regular weekenders who have been 
attracted simply by the convivial atmosphere of the group… (nothing to do with the pub lunches!). 
They continue to find new walks - or adapt more familiar ones - such that they believe they have a 
programme of walks in place to see them to the end of 2016 without repetition - which with each 
year, becomes ever more challenging.  The ‘gang of four’ admit that they gain great pleasure from 
the companionship they get on the walks and thank all those who come along for their good 
company.

On the alternate Wednesdays, the short walks led by Andrew and Lilias are equally popular and 
serve both group members and the local community. Andrew & Lilias have been leading these 
walks for 10 yrs now and are  leading our Xmas walk around Drymen again this year.  A big thank 
you to you both.

We also have some super photographers in our midst and a huge congratulations go to Dave Clark 
and Fiona Taylor whose wonderful photos have appeared on the Ramblers Scotland website and are 
currently on the website to advertise their ‘Walking Pals Photography competition’. Dave’s 
excellent photo taken on Ben Donich in March 2015 which graced the cover of our January 
programme - ably edited by Fiona - also appeared in the ‘Scotland on Foot’ leaflet enclosed in last 
winter’s edition of the ‘Walk’ magazine.  Remember, the photography competition is open to all you
wonderful photographers out there & the closing date is Jan 31st 2017. There are some super prizes 
to be won!

So, summing up,  10 A, 39 B, 47 C/C+  walks  plus WW plus A & L  walks add up to the grand total
of  approximately146 - a tremendous achievement on behalf of all the Leaders. Well done, indeed!

 Membership stands at a very healthy 307 & in the last 12 months, 24 new members have joined 
and 3 have re-instated.-

So all in all, 2016 been a very busy…..and a very successful year.

Thank you.



5c.   Treasurer's Report:

A copy of the audited accounts was laid on the table.   The Treasurer briefly explained the figures 
for each of the group's three accounts.

Number 1 – Main Account.
Number 2 – Self Funded (Activity) Account
Number 3 – Restricted Funds Account

No 1 – Main Account

Year end balance - £506.58

We had an opening balance of £1254.11 and credits to the account were:-
£1188.00 Group funding from Area
£  240.00 Recce funding from Area
£  260.00 From Ramblers Worldwide Holidays Walking Partnership
£  100.00 Advert Sales
£  270.00 From sale of walks books
£      0.20 Walks books adjustment
£      0.74 Bank Interest

Expenditure from the account was:-
£680.05 Walk programmes
This comprises £227.70 for programme printing and £452.35 for stamps and envelopes
£752.20 Walks related
This comprises recce expenses
£169.41
Website hosting and domain biennial fees 
£200.00 Walks Books printing costs
£825.00 Practical Work
This comprises £300 contribution to Milngavie in Bloom for their West Highland Way 
project and £525 to purchase a new multi-purpose/use gate between Khyber Park and 
Khyber Field at Mugdock Country Park.
£121.70 Meetings etc
Hire of rooms for Committee meetings and last year’s AGM
£22.44 Administration costs
£35.67 Other
This comprises £35 towards hotel expenses for Karine Davison to attend Scottish Council 
and 0.67 walks books adjustment.

The closing balance is slightly higher than the recommended level. However, we have agreed to 
provide a payment of £300 towards repairs to the path at Craigend Pond in Mugdock Country Park. 
This brings our balance to well within the recommended levels which should mean our 2016/2017 
funding from area should not be affected.



No 2 Self Funded – Activities Account

Year end balance - £1577.05

We had an opening balance of £1625.86 and credits to the accounts were:-
£3932.00 Day walks by bus including any meals
£4470.90 Madeira holiday receipts
£2296.50 Social events receipts
£  348.45 Other – donations from various members
£      1.60 Bank interest

Expenditure from the account was:-
£3804.50 Day walks by bus, including any meals
£4632.90 Holidays – Madeira £4434.88, Czech Republic £198.02
£2635.86 Social events Payments
£    46.90 Other – Birthday gift, programme help gift

A small profit was made on the buses accounting for the difference between income and 
expenditure.The difference between income and expenditure for social events was as a result of 
payments being made this year in relation to receipts last year. We are a little above the 
recommended balance of £1500 but it was agreed at the last Committee Meeting that the cost of 
buses would not be increased and that £100 would be made available to subsidise the increasing 
hire costs. This will result in keeping the account within the required limit. 

No 3 Restricted Funds Account

Year end balance - Nil

We had an opening balance of £133.51 and credits to the account were:-
£215.86 Refund from Kenwil for overpayment of Mugdock walks plaque
£    0.67 Walks books adjustmet
£    0.16 Bank interest

Expenditure from the account was:-
£350.00 Printing of walks books
£    0.20 Walks books adjustment

This account is now closed.

Finally, many thanks to Graham Duncan for auditing the accounts again this year.

Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Karine Davison, seconded by Jan Thomson, and agreed 
by the meeting. 

6.   Election of Executive Committee:

6a   Honorary Officers:

Chairman -  Jenny Kane, nominated by Dave Clark and seconded by Lilias Summers
Secretary – Phil McElroy, nominated by Thea Stanton and seconded by Imogen Johnstone
Treasurer – Moira Allan, nominated by Fiona Taylor and seconded by Peter Bartos.
These Officers were duly elected.



6b   Ordinary Members

All the present Committee members wish to continue and this was proposed by Mary Darke and 
seconded by Rena Campbell.  The following members were duly elected.

Peter Allan, Fiona Taylor, Sheila Crawford, Hazel Miller, Imogen Johnstone, Karine Davison, Dave 
Clark, Thea Stanton, Ann Maxwell, Euan Kilpatrick.

In addition,  Peter Bartos – proposed by Peter Allan and seconded by Dave Clark; and Fiona 
Denman – proposed by Jenny Kane and seconded by Freda Graham, were duly elected.

6c   Honorary Auditor 

Graham Duncan was proposed by Moira Allan and seconded by Phil McElroy, and duly elected.
Thanks to Graham for standing again.

7.  Appointment of Representatives to:

North Area Council –  Moira, Karine, Phil, and Jenny will continue as representatives.

Scottish Council – Karine Davison is willing to continue as our Representiave for another year.

Karine Davison is duly elected.

8.   Any Other Competent Business:

Ramblers Long Service Award

As was previously mentioned by Jenny, Andrew and Lilias have been leading the increasingly 
popular Wednesday Short Walks now for 10 years, which is an amazing feat.  Andrew has also 
produced  a magnificient walking booklet, again taking up a huge amount of time and effort.  
Scottish Ramblers would like to show their appreciation to them both for their efforts over the years
and award them the Ramblers Long Service Award.  

Originally the presentation was to be made by Mary Finlayson, who was unfortunately unable to 
attend due to ill health, and we all wish her a speedy recovery.  However, Karine Davison, a regular 
on their walks, and an old friend of both, stepped into the breach, and gave us some delightful 
anecdotes and facts of the incredible amount of work both of them have done over the years on 
behalf of our Group.   This award is a testament to their outstanding contribution to walking.

Lilias, on behalf of herself and Andrew, thanked everyone very much, and said how much they have
enjoyed their time with the Ramblers and their Wednesday Short walks.

Jenny thanked everyone for coming.  Refreshments would be served prior to the presentation by 
Iain White, Rotary Club, on the Clyde Coastal Path.


