
Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers
Minute of the Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 5 May 2016

Present:
Jenny Kane (Chairman), Phil McElroy (Secretary), Moira Allan (Treasurer),
Peter Allan, Hazel Miller, Sheila Crawford, Fiona Taylor, Thea Stanton, 
Karine Davison, Dave Clark, Anne Maxwell, Imogen Johnstone
Janette Swanson (Minute Secretary)

1. Apologies : There were no apologies.

2. Minute of Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 11 February 2016 – agreed.

3. Matters Arising:

• Walks Booklet – The original 50 copies were all sold, with one being kept for the Group's 
Archives.  As there has been a number of requests for further copies Andrew requested that 
£150 be spent on another 20 copies of the booklet being printed.  The Printers confirmed 
that they would print 40 copies for £280, these could be sold for £270, incurring a loss of 
£10.  The Committee agreed that Andrew could go ahead and request 40 further copies to be
printed.

• Jean Maughan – Jean was delighted that all the items donated by her have been taken up.

• Ramblers Long Service Certificate – suggestions should be submitted to the next meeting 
with the view to giving them at the next AGM.

• Bearsden and Milngavie Community Magazine – Rupert Brodie was asked to refrain 
from printing group walks in the Magazine.

4. Reports as circulated.    

• Treasurer's Report – No 2 a/c – Amendment - due to cash balance being added in twice 
the balance should read £1366.38 instead of £1710.23.  This in turn adjusts the end of year 
surplus to approximately £450 instead of £800.

5. Vulnerable Adults Policy – a number of issues were highlighted during the Maderia 
holiday, and Moira contacted Ramblers Scotland regarding the situation of members who 
have special needs.  The Policy states that it is the responsibility of individual members who
have special needs to be accompanied by a designated responsible adult (provided by them).
Ramblers volunteers cannot provide care to anyone with special needs.   Leaders should be 
advised at the start of walks of anyone with health issues or special needs in order to ensure 
the safety and enjoyment of the whole group.  Committee members will be contacting 
people within the Group who need assistance/support on walks and activities who could be a
danger to themselves or the Group.

6. Group Holidays -  The Committee would like to thank Peter, Helena, and all Leaders who 
helped in Madeira, on behalf of everyone who attended.



2017 Group Holiday will be in the Sumava Region of the Czech Republic, possibly 
sometime in early September 2017, when the schools are back and the temperature should 
be in the region of a comfortable 20c.  A small group of 10 members including Peter and 
Helena are going over to do a recce during 21-28 August 2016.  Peter will be invited to the 
next Committee meeting when he will be able to provide further information.

7. Kelvin/Allander Walkway  - As the Committee have no further information on this item it 
has been decided to leave the  matter until further information is forthcoming.  

8. September Walking Festival – Further to Phil's report with regard to the proposed flagship 
event to be held on Sunday,  4 September 2016, until the venue has been decided upon, the 
Committee are unable to seek Leaders to provide walks or seek volunteers to man stalls. 
Once this is available feelers will be put out.

9. Social Event Suggestions -   Sheila is seeking suggestions for the next programme January-
March.  As the Gin and Cheese night was so successful she has been making enquiries for a 
'Beer and Sausage' Tasting evening which should be a good follow up to the West Brewery 
Tour this June.  She will also contact Ann Harvey, Theatre Convenor, to see what events she 
might suggest suitable for the Group. Various ideas were put forward and will be discussed 
further at the next meeting.  A suitable venue for the Christmas lunch was also discussed and
one suggestion was the Buchanan Golf Club.  Information is being sought.

10. AOCB

• Date for the AGM -  the AGM will be held on Friday, 18 November 2016 7.30-9.30 in the 
Fraser Centre, Milngavie.

• Email addresses – Fiona reported that a new member had e mailed various Committee 
members listed at the back of the programme requesting information on walks and had no 
response back.  It was agreed that Peter would send out emails to those listed in order to 
ascertain that they are working and therefore a response back is requested.

• Suggestions for use of end of year Surplus Funds – Moira requests suggestions as to how 
the surplus funds should be used.  It has already been agreed to purchse 3 pump flasks.

• An Open Meeting is suggested to discuss levels and gradings of walks.

• Milngavie in Bloom – WHW Project Celebration planned for  18 June 2016 will 
commence at 11am with Guest of Honour, Jimmy McGregor.  Volunteers are required to be 
available from 11am to 4pm to talk about the work done on the West Highland Way. Imogen
will be away at that time so unavailable. Volunteers are also required on 16 June at 3pm at 
St Josephs Primary for a ribboning buttonhole workshop.  There is to be a final planning 
meeting on June 9 at 2pm in the Fraser Centre, and Jenny Kane has agreed to attend.  
Imogen will draw up a rota of volunteers.

11. Date of Next Meeting  - the next Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, 1 
Septmber 2016 7-9 pm in the Community Meeting Room at Waitrose.

The Chairman thanks everyone for attending the meeting.



Reports for Committee Meeting on Thursday May 5th

Chairman’s Report-Nothing to report

Secretary’s Report-

 A reply was emailed  to  Ian Leith,  Paisley Ramblers  Access  Officer  to  inform him that
our  Committee  will  discuss  the  Kelvin/Allander  Walkway  after  Imogen  Johnston,  our
Access Officer attends the Area Access Forum.

 The second planning meeting for the Celebration of the completion of the first stage of the
WHW project was held on 31/3/16.     June 18th, 2016 is the set date11-4pm.  The Classic
Car Rally and the 32nd Annual WHW race is also being held on this date. Jenny Overton
announced that Milngavie in Bloom received an award of £500 for ‘interesting work’ from
the RHS which will be used to buy plants/materials for this event.    A request was made for
Ramblers volunteers to distribute leaflets and escort visitors on the day. An offer to advertise
the event on Breaking News was made and I have contacted Ramblers Scotland to request
suitable leaflets.

 As part of a GB wide Walking Festival, Ramblers Scotland are hosting a flagship event on
Sunday September 4th, 2016. They would like local Groups to arrange a variety of walks
and ‘man’ stalls informing new audiences of what we have to offer.  They have not yet
decided on a venue but the Cairngorms or Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
are  possible  options.  They  would  like  some  feedback  from  leaders  regarding  their
willingness to participate should the event be held within their area.

Phil McElroy May 2nd 2016 

Treasurer’s report – Committee Meeting 6 May 2016

 No 1 a/c - General a/c

 Balance as at 25 April 2016 – £249.36. 2 further quarters of funding and recce contribution
have still to be received – due end of April and end of July. The total due is £678 which
would give us a projected balance of £927. Further expenditure expected is next programme
printing £75.90 and estimated recce expenses £150. This would give us a surplus of around
£200 so ideas for spending would be appreciated. There is also money from the sale of the
walk books to be paid in but I do not know how much that is yet. So far this year £349.15
paid  out  for  recce  expenses,  £151.80  for  programme  printing,  £299.89  for  stamps  and
envelopes for programme, £103.62 for AGM costs, £24.37 for sundry admin costs, £159.83
for website hosting fee 

 (paid every two years), £300 payment to Milngavie in Bloom and £525 has now been paid
to Mugdock for gate.

 No 2 a/c - Activity a/c

 Balance as at 25 April 2016 – £1710.23. Madeira hotel deposits of £3365.44 have now been



paid with euros also purchased totaling £950.30. A small residual balance of approximately
£36 remains in the account although Peter Bartos may still have some expenses to claim. A
total  of £335 has been paid to Allander Travel  for deposits  for the summer buses.  This
means the balance of this account is actually over £2000 which is well above the expected
end of year balance. All other receipts and payments are up to date.

 No 3 a/c - Restricted Funds a/c

 Balance as at 25 April 2016 - £0.16. This was interest applied at end of March but I do not
think we need to do anything with this at the moment.

 Items to discuss at meeting

 1.  Surplus  funds  in  both  of  our  accounts  –  potentially  about  £800+.  Looking  for
ideas/projects to use this up.

Programme Editor’s Report for Committee Meeting 5 May 2016

 The summer programme was sent out in good time for the beginning of May. Nothing else
to report.

Fiona Taylor, 25 April 2016

Walks Programme Coordinator- Nothing to report with no issues raised. 

Membership and Mailing Report

Numbers
As of 31st March, there are 300 members. During March, 2 members lapsed (>3 months overdue
subscription) 2 resigned and 1 left the group.

MAILING
The programmes were printed in good time and were in the post on 16th April. Many thanks to
Dave Clark and Fiona Taylor.

No other concerns to report.

Hazel Miller. 24/04/16

Social Convenors report for 5th May 2016

 The Gin and Cheese tasting evening on 18th Feb 2016 was well attended by 35 people and
an enjoyable and informative evening was had by all in the Fraser 

 Centre in Milngavie.  I  have already started to make enquiries for a ‘Beer  and Sausage’
Tasting evening for next  year!  Thanks to  the presenters,  Jess  and Steve for  making the
evening so good. Congratulations to Fiona McCormack for winning the ‘raffle’.

 The Quiz evening on 10th March 2016 was also held in the Fraser Centre and there were 37
attended. People were allocated randomly into teams and an evening of fun and ‘friendly’
competition followed, with spatial awareness tests as well as listening and practical tests and
prizes awarded throughout the evening. The paper aeroplane designing and then flying was
great fun. The overall winning team were ?? Grateful thanks to Mr Tom Menzies from The
Glasgow Academy who has run charity quizzes for the school for years and his experience
and expertise on the night was very gratefully received.



 The Tour of Glasgow Trades Hall on 5th April 2016 was attended by 23 in total, including
Hugh Hopkins (Rambler) who is one of the current Trades House ‘Gardeners’. The group
were divided into 2 and the guides were informative and interesting. The Trades Hall is a
wee gem in Glasgow’s Culture and History and it was well worth the visit. Thanks very
much to Phil for setting it all up and to Hugh for his input both during and after the tour.

 The forthcoming tour of the Titan Crane on 10th May 2016 currently has 21 attending out of
a maximum of 30. There is a reminder on Breaking News and an email will be going out
during the forthcoming week to all attendees.

 The Ladies who Lunch event for November 2016 has already got 11 names down. The
requirement for getting possible numbers so early has been requested by Anniesland College
and I will put something on Breaking News shortly, to try to estimate possible numbers as
soon as possible.

Webmaster-Nothing to report.

Bus Convenor- the  49  seater  coaches  for  the  outings  in  June,  July and August  have  been
booked. The coach for the 24th Sept. has not been booked yet as I await details of this outing
from the walk leaders.

 Area Representative
Ramblers Scottish Council
11/12th March 2016 Dunfermline
Report for North Strathclyde Area Committee.
Election results.

 Alison Mitchell –Aberdeen-was elected Convener, receiving 33 votes to 25 for our own 
Area's Jim Lawson.

Alison Mitchell had also been nominated for election as Vice Convener but as she had been elected
as Convener, this meant that the other candidate for Vice Convener, Andy Malby, was unopposed
and therefore automatically became Vice Convener.

There was no opposition to Alistair Cant's re-election as Treasurer.

There were only five candidates for election to the seven available places for ordinary members of
SCEC, so all five candidates were automatically elected. This included our own Area's Liz Lawie
(re-elected) and Catherine Watt (new member). The other three elected were John Andrews (Forth
Valley,  Fife  &  Tayside),  Vic  Royce  (Highlands  and  Islands)  and  Siggi  Skulason  (Lothian  &
Borders).

There were three candidates for election to the three available places for members of the Agenda
Committee, so all three were automatically elected. This includes our own Area's Liz Hunt and
myself, Barry Pottle, as well as Jim Bennett (Renfrewshire, Cowal & Bute).

Our own Area's motion, proposing an amendment to the Constitution to provide that Areas and
Groups exceeding 500 members would have additional delegates to Scottish Council, got 26 votes
to 20 against. However, as amendments to the Constitution require a two thirds majority, that was
insufficient, so the motion was lost.

The other motion, proposing an amendment to the Constitution to provide that candidates for SCEC
could be any person who had been a member of the Ramblers for at  least  12 months (i.e.  not
necessarily an existing member of Scottish Council), was passed with no votes against.

This information mainly supplied in an email ,by Barry Pottle.



For Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers.

I attended the North Strathclyde meeting on 5th March prior to the Conference and although not
much to agree in advance, all voting options were discussed. Approximately 102 people plus staff
attended this Scottish Council meeting on 11th and 12th March 2016, ,staying overnight in excellent
and spacious accommodation. Despite a lack of clear information about check-in, it was very well
run in comparison with the Scottish Council meeting in Glasgow Caledonian University, which I
attended as a visitor two years ago. About 140 attended overall.

Didn’t manage the 6 mile walk led by Jim Lawson around Dunfermline prior to the start of the
conference , as I was at an earlier meeting for Making Music Scotland. Actually was quite glad as
the weather was not great! Bit better on the Saturday.

On Friday evening, Cameron McNeish gave the Inaugural Dick Balharry Memorial Lecture. Dick
sadly died after a long battle with cancer last year. This was a very moving tribute to a close friend,
a man who had devoted so much of his life to improving the outdoors in Scotland - after starting in
his young years as a poacher. Like many apparently !.

The hour went quickly as there were also many anecdotes from Cameron McNeish’s own colourful
life.

On Saturday, Jim Lawson ,Convener,  welcomed us to the Conference, mentioning relocation of
Scotland office to  Edinburgh where  they are  now based within  the Sportscotland building  and
apparently working near other bodies of sport ,which perhaps could allow relationships to flourish.
Also Staff changes; the apparently lost campaign against the new camping byelaws in the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National Park.

“The national park itself  has admitted that most of the anti-social  problems arising from some
camping activities are caused by a lack of infrastructure and enforcement of existing legislation.
Therefore we are disappointed that the Minister has decided to approve byelaws, albeit with a short
delay  before  they  come  into  effect.  -  See  more  at:
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2016/january/ramblers-disappointed-in-byelaws-
decision.aspx#sthash.Du5MfIYL.dpuf”

“We do not want to see any more byelaws restricting access in Scotland and will be working to
ensure that these byelaws are not renewed in three years’ time when they come up for review.”

See  more  at:  http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2016/january/ramblers-disappointed-in-
byelaws-decision.aspx#sthash.Du5MfIYL.dpuf 

Jim continued by mentioning expansion of Medal Routes ; Ramblers Scotland celebrating it’s 50th
anniversary with the production of a new booklet, giving advice on what Scottish access rights
mean to walkers. Copy information at end.

See  more  at:  http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2015/november/enjoy-scotland-on-
foot.aspx#sthash.Fxq1nTLL.dpuf 

He closed by thanking Sportscotland for their continuing support.

In Director Jess Dolan’s report, a special mention was made of a new Group Challenge.

The  Group  with  the  highest  percentage  increase  by  Scottish  Council  2017  will  win  £200  to
contribute towards a Group activity and 3 days’ worth of dedicated staff time. Each Group should
ask new joiners to use the following code when taking up their membership so that progress can be
tracked. - S16GYA.

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2016/january/ramblers-disappointed-in-byelaws-decision.aspx#sthash.Du5MfIYL.dpuf
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2016/january/ramblers-disappointed-in-byelaws-decision.aspx#sthash.Du5MfIYL.dpuf
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2015/november/enjoy-scotland-on-foot.aspx#sthash.Fxq1nTLL.dpuf
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2015/november/enjoy-scotland-on-foot.aspx#sthash.Fxq1nTLL.dpuf


All formal business went smoothly and without much dissention! Presentations were given by the
four Young Walkers Groups across Edinburgh,Tayside. Glasgow and Aberdeen. It was good to hear
that all of the Young Walkers Groups are thriving.

All formal business went smoothly and without much dissention!

The following workshops were held in the afternoon

1.Promoting your walks using GWEM= Group Walks and Event Manager
2.Promoting your group using social media
3.Recruiting and Retaining Members
4.Improving Scottish Council and SCEC

These sessions were not actually workshops but talks with a bit of discussion.

I attended 2and 4.

AT 2. NING seems to be what the Young Walkers use .“www.ning.com/what-is-ning/Ning makes it
easy to launch your own social network in a matter of minutes. ... into your existing site, or re-
launching your current site, Ning can handle it.” YW also use Freshers Week to promote and recruit.
{Bearsden Choir did this last Autumn at Caledonian and Glasgow Universities]

Facebook is recommended even just as a site with information about the group and not necessarily
updating or promoting walks.

Using  MEETUP…..https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meetup_(website)  Meetup  is  an  online  social
networking portal that facilitates offline group meetings in various localities around the world.

AT 4. – with Alison Mitchell – given tiny slips of paper with a sentence or paragraph meant to
stimulate  chat  on  various  scenarios.  I  had  thought  it  might  be  an  opportunity  to  talk  about
communication between all tiers. Did manage to say that I thought there was not enough link and
feeling  of  co-ordination  between even an Area  Committee  and local  Groups,  never  mind with
Scottish Council etc.

Motions followed. Talk on Volunteer Recognition Framework by Jess Dolan and announcement of
election results. Meeting closed followed by tea and coffee.

Access Report for B&M Ramblers and Hillwalkers committee meeting 5.05.16

WHW project with Milngavie in Bloom

Celebration – 18.06.16

Phil has kindly attended a further meeting in my absence on 31.03.16 and I have attended a meeting
on 5.05.16.

At  he  meeting  on  31.03.16  Phil  was  requested  to  obtain  leaflets  from  Ramblers  Scotland  to
distribute  at  the  MiB staff  at  the  Celebration.   This  has  been  done.   It  was  also  agreed  that
information would be put on Breaking News re the event and to request volunteers to help man the
stall.  This will be done nearer the time.  Unfortunately I shall be unable to be there as I shall be
away.

Jimmy McGregor has now agreed to be Guest of Honour.  This will mean putting the timing of the
Celebration back to 11 am.



A further planning meeting was held today (5.05.16) which I attended.  The Ramblers Scotland
leaflets are to be taken to the next planning meeting.  On the day of the celebration it is requested
that 1 or 2 ramblers who have been involved are at the beginning of the WHW in high viz jackets,
to answer any questions about the work we have done.

Further dates: June 9th 2pm Fraser Centre – final planning meeting.
June 16th 10-12 last planned working session before Celebration
(June 16th 3pm prob St Jospeh's P – heather buttonhole workshop)
June 18th Celebration – opening 11 am; activities until about 4 pm

Working Party

This  has  been continued to  be supported by a  loyal  band who come whey they are available.
Sessions have taken place on 23.02.16, 10.03.16, and 21.04.16.  Recent postings on breaking news
have now encouraged any new helpers.  There are 2 planned sessions before the celebration on
19.05.16 and 16.06.16.

Access Forum

Information has now been passed to me by Bob Diamond.  There has been one meeting since this
(19.04.16) which I was unable to attend.  Bob was to attend in my stead but unfortunately he had to
cancel on the day.

The minutes show:-

Concerns over Rights of Way/Core paths in the Lennoxtown area (including areas of the Campsie
Fells)  where afforestation is  being proposed.   This  would include new deer  fences which may
impact on open ground access.
Kelvin Link Project - EDC contacting major landowner to get support.
Potential  solutions  to  concerns over  conditions  of  path linking Dobbies  to Allander  Way being
explored.

11.05.16


