
Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers and Hillwalkers 

Minute of the Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 1 September 2016 

 

Present: 

Jenny Kane (Chairman), Phil McElroy (Secretary, Moira Allan (Treasurer), 

Hazel Miller, Sheila Crawford, Peter Allan, Fiona Taylor, Thea Stanton, Imogen Johnstone, 

Karine Davison, Dave Clark. 

Janette Swanson (Minute Secretary). 

 

1. Apologies were received from Anne Maxwell.  

 

2. Minute of the Meeting held on 5 May 2016 were read and agreed. 

 

3. Matters arising: 

• Walks Booklet - 40 copies have been printed and promptly sold. 

• Ramblers Long Service Certificate - the certificate has now been framed and ready to be 

handed out at the AGM. 

 

4. Reports as circulated: 

 

• Treasurer's Report - No 1 Account (general account) - as per the attached report Moira 

expects that after paying the programme printing and recce expenses, this account will have 

approximately £650.00. (A reminder has been given to Leaders to submit their recce forms). It 

was previously agreed that £300 will go to the Craigend Pond project in Mugdock. 

 

No 2 Account (activity account) has approximately £1677.00 in it at present 

Discussion took place as how to spend the surplus funds and it was agreed to go ahead and 

update first aid kits at an approximate cost of £75-£80. It was also agreed to contribute £130 

towards petrol used by the two drivers in respect of the Czech recce. 

 

Moira went on to explain what each of the accounts were used for. No 1 account is funded by 

Central funds via the Area. It is a lump sum per capita amount (more members more money). 

Main outgoings are incurred achieving the charitable objectives of the Ramblers Organisation. 

This includes such things as printing the programme, other publications, organising costs, first 

aid kits, and leaders' expenses. Practical work such as Mugdock in Bloom etc, and costs incurred 

in fund raising activities. Meeting costs including the AGM is paid from the main account. 

Training costs. Website costs. 

 

No 2 account is the activity and social account – holiday, social events, bus walks. The rules are 

written and laid down by the Area Committee. 

 

Bus Costs - discussion took place re bus costs as these have increased significantly, and will 

probably increase again in the near future, ie was £280/£300 now £400. It was agreed to keep 

the cost to members at £11 for the present. It was agreed to increase the gratuity to the bus 

drivers from £20 to £25. 

 



Area is seeking a volunteer as an Independent Examiner for the Area accounts. Peter will add 

this to Breaking News. 

 

East Dunbartonshire Outdoor Access Forum 

Discussion took place regarding the rerouting of the Clyde Coastal Path around Douglaston 

Quarry. Various issues were raised regarding the path from Craigton to Faifley. Quarry owners 

built the path but it has been damaged by cows. It is proposed to improve the aggregate and put 

in a gate to stop cattle. Creating a footpath along the line of the disused KelvinValley Railway 

was discussed. The route from Torrance/Balmore link to Kelvin walkway would needs a bridge 

over the Allander, which would incur various difficulties. Looking at possible diversions. There 

are proposals to make the walk more accessible, but landowners need to be approach. 

 

5. Programme Printing – 

As per Fiona's report discussion took place regarding the problems she has had with EDC 

regarding the printing of the Autumn programme. As a consequence of which she has obtained 

costs from other printers with a quicker turn around. After discussion a proposal was put forward 

that the Group use a different printer. After a vote it was agreed to use a different printer. Fiona 

is going to check the terms and conditions in respect of Mixam, Watford, and confirm with them 

final costings and time scales. 

 

6. Walkers' name sheet – after discussion it was agreed that Leaders hold on to the name sheets 

for 6 months. No need to send them to the Secretary. Item to be raised at next Leaders' meeting. 

 

7. 2017 Group Holiday – Moira gave a report on the Sumava recce. 5B and 5C walks were 

recced and leaders decided for each. Decision has not yet been made to use the Hotel Horizon, 

where they stayed, as it is a little isolated. Peter Bartos is checking out other options. However, it 

needs to be stressed that this is a walking holiday rather than a holiday with walks. There will be 

a further meeting of the Recce Committee to finalise details. After which formal approval will be 

sought from the Committee to proceed to the next stage of organisation, ie preparing news sheet 

and booking form for inclusion in January/April programme. 

 

8. AGM 2016 - to be held on Friday 18 November 2016 in the Fraser Centre, Milngavie, 7.00 for 

7.30pm. The guest speaker will be Mr Iain White, Allander Rotary Club, whose talk will be on 

the Clyde Coastal Path. Eleanor Peacock, the Area Representive, will also be in attendance. 

Karine has agreed to note the names of attendees. Tea, coffee, and home baking will be 

available. 

 

9. Social Event Suggestions - A number of suggestions were put forward and further dates will 

be discussed. 

 

10. AOCB. Milngavie in Bloom - West Highland Way Project – discussion took place whether 

to continue to be involved. It was proposed to continue with this project and this was accepted. 

Bulb planting is to take place on 22 September. 

 

11. Date of next meeting – the next Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday 24 

November 2016 7-9 pm in the Quiet Room, CE Centre, Milngavie. 



The Chairman thanks everyone for attending the meeting. Reports for Meeting on September 1
st
 2016. 

REPORTS 

Chairmans Report     for Committee meeting September 1st 

I attended the Outdoor Access Forum in June. Alistair Kyle the Access Paths Development Officer gave details of 

projects they have in mind to improve local areas including the Kelvin Link projects. 

Imogen will attend future meetings.  

 

Iain White from the Rotary Club of Allander has agreed to give a talk on The Clyde Coastal Path at our AGM on 

Friday 18th November.   

 

Secretary’s Report for Committee meeting on Sep 1
st
 2016 

North Strathclyde Area Meeting and Members’ Walk 

 The AGM of North Strathclyde Area of the Ramblers’ Association will be held on 

Saturday, 21st January, 2017 at 10 a.m. for 10.30 in the small hall, Helensburgh Parish Church, 

Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh, G84 8UP. 

As  Bearsden and Milngavie Group forms part of North Strathclyde Area, all Group members are entitled 

to attend.  The Notice and Agenda for the meeting will be sent to all members in December. 

It is hoped to follow the meeting with a members’ walk, "Helensburgh Scenic Circular" (distance 5½ 

miles/9 km; height climbed about 300 feet/100 metres). Groups are asked to try to avoid including 

another walk on the same date. 
 

 Milngavie in Bloom  

A thankyou email was received from Duncan Cameron, Chair of Milngavie in Bloom thanking the Rambler 

volunteers for their help in completing the first part of the West Highland Way gardening project and for their 

contribution to the success of the Opening event on June 18
th

. 

 

 Incident Report Forms 

Incident Report Forms for Trevor Hamilton & Jocelyn Dow were scanned and sent to Ramblers UK. 

3We were advised that when completing incident report forms, details of a witness should be a different person 

to the walk leader or whomever is making the report, so that any potential enquiries (however unlikely they 

might be) can be corroborated by a third party. This form is designed to protect the Walk Leader in the event of 

a claim by a third party and therefore it is good practice to have an independent witness to any incident rather 

than the Walk Leader himself/herself. We were also advised to be as explicit as possible, giving detailed 

information of the location, extent of injuries and any first aid measures administered on the day. 

When I questioned the 10 day timeframe for submitting completed Incident Report Forms, I was told that this is 

to ensure that our insurance cover is not adversely affected as well as being good practice for all incidents to be 

reported as soon as possible. However, Ramblers UK understand the challenge that this can pose at our end and 

have noted my enquiry about this being extended. 

 

 Ramblers Leaflets 

HMRC has recently made amendments to the wording used on Gift Aid declarations. This means the 

Membership leaflets with Gift Aid information on them issued before July 2016 are being replaced with new 

ones. An email was sent to the Committee, the ‘Gang of Four, Andrew Summers and a notice was posted on 

Breaking News. Anyone who has any old leaflets should dispose of them and contact Ramblers Scotland for 

new leaflets. 

 

Phil McElroy 27/8/2016 

Treasurer’s report – for Committee Meeting 1 September 2016 

No 1 a/c - General a/c 



Balance as at 20 August 2016 – £740.63. All area funding now received. Further expenditure expected is next 

programme printing £75.90 and estimated recce expenses £50. It was agreed that £300 would be given towards the 

Craigend Pond project at Mugdock. This means this account now meets the criteria set out by Ramblers HQ. So far 

this year £599.05 paid out for recce expenses, £151.80 for programme printing, £452.35 for stamps and envelopes 

for programme, £103.62 for AGM costs, £24.37 for sundry admin costs, £159.83 for website hosting fee (paid every 

two years), £300 payment to Milngavie in Bloom and £525 has now been paid to Mugdock for gate. 

No 2 a/c - Activity a/c 

Balance as at 20 August 2016 – £1647.56. Two deposits totaling £220 have been paid to Allander Travel for the 

remaining summer buses. This means the balance of this account is actually £1867.56 which is well above the 

expected end of year balance. All other receipts and payments are up to date. 

No 3 a/c - Restricted Funds a/c 

This account is now closed. 

Items to discuss at meeting 

1. Surplus funds in Activity account. 

2. Bus costs/gratuity 

3. Bank accounts – what each is for 

Programme Editor’s Report for Committee Meeting 1 September 2016 

The autumn programme was with the printers on 5 August in good time.  However after initially no confirmation of 

receipt and then several different dates quoted by different staff in the ED print room for its being ready, the latest 

information is that the proof will be ready for 1 September with the full print run 6-9 September, all being well with 

their timescales and their print machines.  This means that the programme will be sent out very late, with members 

possibly not receiving it until almost 2 weeks after the programme has commenced. 

Peter Allan has already kindly placed September, October and part of November details on to the website with a 

summary listing on Breaking News for September.  

Due to the delays, the Editor made several enquiries as to costs from other printers who generally have a turn round 

time of a maximum of a few days.  They are very variable in price and all, of course, cost more than East 

Dunbartonshire.  However subject to confirmation of paper weights used, one on-line printer as used by Glasgow 

HF Club for their programme would seem to be fairly reasonable, and should certainly be considered by the 

Committee to avoid these sort of unsatisfactory delays in the future.  This is to be discussed at the meeting. 

Fiona Taylor 

22 August 2016 

Social Convenors report for 1
st
 September 2016 

The Tour of the Titan Crane on 10
th

 May 2016 had 21 attending out of a maximum of 30. The weather was very 

kind and the view from the top was spectacular. There had been an issue with the lift but we felt that as we were all 

ramblers, this would not pose too much of a problem. In the end all was well and the lift was working. Thanks to 

Imogen for initially organising this tour.  

West Brewery Tour with Tutored tasting on 17
th

 June 2016 had 17 attending. The evening started with a ‘Pub’ 

tea in the West Bar, followed by a very informative and entertaining tour. This was followed by the Tasting and the 

Tour of 45 minutes became an evening of 1.5 hours and much enjoyed by all who attended.  



The Glasgow City Bus Tour on 19
th

 June 2016 had 15 attending and we were very lucky, on the day, as the 

weather was stunning! Starting from George Square, we had a stop off at the People’s Palace for one hour, then 

hopped back on and went to Kelvingrove Art Galleries taking in the lunchtime organ recital, before hopping back on 

and heading back into George Square. Most people attending had, amazingly, never done the Tour before and I 

would definitely recommend it as it was fascinating and the 3 guides that we had were all good.  

The Hill House in Helensburgh on 11
th

 August 2016 had 8 attending, but in spite of the small numbers, a most 

enjoyable visit was had by all. The N.T.S staff  are very helpful and we finished the visit off with a light lunch in 

the Kitchen Café. Thanks to Phil for doing the original organising. 

Forthcoming visit to Fairfield Heritage Museum on 13
th

 September 2016 so far has 25 out of a maximum 30 

attending. Meet time is still 12.45pm for the tour starting at 1pm. Thanks to Phil for organising this. 

The Ladies who Lunch event for 11
th

 November 2016, at Anniesland College, now has the full complement of 

24 attending and a waiting list has been started. The cost has now been confirmed at £10 per head and this 

includes a gratuity and corkage charge. I will email/phone all 24 Ladies and requested payment /food intolerances 

etc (for those who have not already done so). Phil has phoned the lady at Anniesland College to confirm our 

booking. Thanks to Phil for organising this. 

AGM plus talk on The Clyde Coastal Path is on Friday 18
th

 November 2016 in the Fraser Centre Milngavie at 

7.30pm. Our thanks to Mr Iain White from the Allander Rotary Club for giving the talk.  

Group Christmas Lunch on Saturday 10
th

 December 2016. This has now been booked and confirmed for 

Buchanan Castle Golf Course Clubhouse. The Ramblers contact here is Burton Morrison and our thanks go to him 

and to Phil for setting this up. The Club are happy that we serve our mulled wine/mince pies in the car park before 

the walk and Andrew and Lilias Summers are happy to lead a walk around Drymen, finishing up in time for the 

lunch at 1.30pm. Menu has still to be decided but Phil, Imogen and I will get a sample menu from the Catering 

Manager in due course and will decide on behalf of the group.  

Membership and Mailing Report 1
st
 September, 2016 

NUMBERS 

As of 31
st
 July, there are 303 members.  During July, 2 members lapsed (>3 months overdue subscription) and 1 left 

the group. 

MAILING 

Despite the programmes being prepared and submitted in very good time (5
th

 August) to East Dunbartonshire, there 

will be a long delay until they are printed.  The latest estimate is for a proof to be ready for inspection on 1
st
 

September with  the prints being run off on either the 6
th

 or 9
th

. 

A request is made that the position with regards to printers and the cost implications of any change be discussed at 

the committee meeting on 1
st
 September. 

 Hazel Miller. 20/08/16 

 

Webmaster Report-nothing to report 


